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there be an immediate break with
for an overt act, or shall a remonstrance be dispatched. in th(']
hope that Germany will reconsider?

It ean be said upon good authority that by far the
number of the President’s advisers have urged upon him the
advisability of an immediate break with Germany. They have
pointed out that heretofore all German threats, no matter how
horrible, have been carried out,
suppose that the Kaiser will now withhold his hand.

policy of watchful waiting has

Germany, without waiting

I
greatest ]
|
and that there is no reason to
But the

become a habit. It may be set

down as a certainty that no decisive action will be taken until

the last possible minute.

|
|
I
President Wilson arrived at the® - |
|

Capitol shortly before 5 o'clock this
afterpoon, going first to Stone's office
in the Senate Office Building.

startled little stenographer informed |
him that Senator Stone was over at |

the Capitol, whereupon the President

went to the Foreign Relations room. |

For more than an hour the Presi
dent and Senator Stone, who has been
touch with

sitnation.

“slose
the people,” disc the
The Senator is understood to have cau-
tioned a wait for some overt action
by Germany, but suggested that per-
1d be well for the Pre i=
dent to sound out sentiment more gen-
erally, since Mr. Stone himself could
shed little light to the views of
other Senntors. Mr. Stone left Wash-

week, prior to the brosking

out in St. Louis, in
i "“lt

haps it w

ington last
of the present cris
Hurry Call for Senators

About 6 oftlock the President, ace
compunied by Senater Stone, went to
the President's room, adiomming ot

s, the Senate having just

Senate lo

previously recessed for dinner.

were =ent ng all over the Capitol
nnd office ding. with instructio?
to bLrit n every Democratic Senator
they could find, ]

Senator Vardaman, of Mizsissippi
was torn from a hot dinner in the
Senate restuurant. He found quite &
brief time with the President long
enough to get a firm grasp on the
situation, and returned to his waiting
dipner downstair el

Besides M Vardaman and Stene
the President conferred with the fol

Myers, of Montana®

lowing Senators:
" Ransdell,

Overman, of North Carclina; :
of Louisiane; Phelan, of UCniliorniag

Pobinson, of Arkansas; Hoke Smitk,
of Georgin; Beckham, of Kentucky
Pomerene, of Olio; Plttman,

vads: Fletcher, of Florida; Wals!
Montana; Reed, of Miseouri, and john-
gon, of South Dakota.

All Pledge Him Support
The President, frankly revealing
innermost details of the crisis, told the
Senators he | come to fee!
of the Senate, and therehy
the peonle; that
speak his
{are of the nation and ¢
heart.
At the conclusion each Senntor shook
the President's hand and sssured him
that whatever courae he took, whether
in accord with their own views or nok

the

ch man to
v the wel
ation at

he would be sustained by a uneni-
mous Senate, )
Mr. Wilson left the Scnators with

the expression that it would be well if
nll went home and spent a night in re-
flection, intimating thit the world would
know before Monday what the United
States would do. A

OfMcials here whe usually are weil in-
formed of the President’s intentions ure
saying to-night that it s unlikely that
Mr. Wilson will go before Congress to-
morrow. However, ull his recent ae-
tions of that sort have come as sur-
prises and it is not considered impos-
gible that Senutors and Representatives
will be asked to-morrow noon to listen
to o statement of what the President
kas done.

Just “Swapping Views"

At the conclusion of the conference
with the Seusators the President, the
Inst to leave, suw the newspaper cor-
respondents and made a brief an-
nouncement:

“Gentlemen,” he said, "I just came to
swap views. | wanted light and came
here to get it."

He was asked what would be done,
and replied:
= “That depends on how I feel in the
morning.” Then he smiled and added:

“0Of course, that remark was only o |

joke.” He ndded that there had bheen
no suggestion of a joint session of Con-
greas and that he thought no public une
nouncement would be made to-night

The President gave the impression
thut he would wait as long as possible
for decisive nction in order clearly to
understand what is the sentiment of
the country.
for him the pro-German sentiment in
the United Stater, Himself a “neu-
tral” with strong German tendencies,
Mr. Stope has just returned from one
of the strong German centres in the
United States, St. Louis,

Sentiment Against War

There is no doubt that the sentiment
of the country, as reflected in the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives, v
strongly sgaingt any act which may
lead to war with Germany if there is
nny porsibility of avoiding such an act,
But it may aleo be xaid, to the great
honor of the country, that the members
of both houses of Congress would act
practically as t if & concrete act
of German hostility were committed,

There are not hall a dozen men wha
would not vote for a deeluration of war
it an Amerviean ship were sunk. But
the threast of the German Empire, se
smbodied in the note, is regurded by &
few members of Congress as a possible
binff. The wish is father to the
thought.

Much interesting discossion of the

situstion took place in House and Sen- |
One intey- |

ate lobbies this afterncon,
esting view which obtained not a few
backers wis that this government, with.
out breaking diplomatie negotiations
and without decluring war, might un-

Jertake to convoy all American ships
through the danger zones. A Germean
submarine, it wax held, would hardly
dare to sttack an Americun man-of-

war.

Cabinet Expects “Serious”’

Events in “Near Future”

Washington, Feb, 2. —-Members of the
{Cabinet, sworr, to silence, left the
White House afler the Cabinet meeting
to-day with grave faces, One of them
later sufficiently broke the rule of
silence to say:

“The near future will develop some-
thing very, very serious.”

Another gave s hint of the probability
that some overt act might he nwaited,
or nt least o warning given, by saying:

“The last chanca has not zal gone,
While Germany han announced her pur-
pose, she hea not yel earried it inte
effect, no far zs we know.”

The Cabinet unanimously agreed,
however, that the United Sigtes could
under no circumastances countenance
such an invasion of its rights s Ger-
many's eampa.gn of ruthlessness pro-
poaer.

Neuotrals to Unite

Co-operation by rome neulrais i3
foreeast here as a distinet poraibility.
The whole neutral diplomatie corps
has shown a degres of interest hardly

ble question in invelved not only
of what the United Fintes in going to
do, but what action thely own govern:
ments will take. Admittedly the netion

part, ot Jeast, ol the ne
:: most decisively influenced by thet

r

Al

Pages |

the pulse '
¢ pulse of |

Senntor Stone reflected !

rpassed during the war, an the

utrals will | not exehange for a'l the glories

| of the United States and no attemt 18
made to concenl the cagerness with |
which the” American decigjon I8

| awaited. |

No other proposition of the war has

8o completely affected all neutrals |

ulike, it is pointed out. The German
note was addressed to &l of them, und |
ite effects will operate apparently with-|

out any distinetion of nationality. |

The European neutrals are struek in|
their vitais: the South American neu-
trals, as shewn by their first pressj
comment, are hardly less affected
thraugh the cutting off of their foreign !
trude. Press comment from South

America has indieated that part of the
puhlic opinion there fuvors identical
action with that of the United States.

Spain Seecks Information

The Spanish Ambassador, Mr. Rinno, |
cnlled at the State Departiment to-day,
luricely for information, and also, it is

| understood, with the thought that Spain
might be nsked to take over the affiirs
of the Umited States and of the couns-
trice which the United States rrpre-
genta in case of an actunl break. He i
known, however, not to huve been ap-
pronched on that subject as yet.

Just what wonld happen to American
interests in the bell ent countries in
event of n break is not known, as none
of the countries stil! neatral and likely
to remain neutral is well equipped
diplomatically to take over large inter-
pate,

el

All Adminiztration officinls ure grati-
fied and rprised at what they inter-
pret as a practically unanimous
ion of the country on the situation s

unexpectedly precipitated by Ge rmany’s
L1 ne warfare declsration

N nly nearly all of the large met-
ropalitan newspepers reaching the State
Department, but also the small country
papers are declared to uecept ns a basic
prineiple the belief that Ameriesn in-
terests and honor have been attacked.

One officinl satd to-day that this
viewpoint, which had been awsited be-
fore any definite announcement, has
had & great effect on the formation of
n decision. The Administration s
known to feel that while the German
announcement justifies any aetion that
" be deemed best, t Administra-
tion could not outde public oninlomn.

In Touch with Gerard

Germany is understood by officials
here to be in the dark ns to America’s
probable position., Not till the Ameri-
ean course hns been formally an-
nounced st home, it is understood, will
| Germany reecive hey answer,
¢ No hints, intimations or indirect
| messages will be econveyed.  Many
enblegrams have besn exchanged e
tween the State Department and Am-
bassador Gerard since the German pro-
nouncement, it i= stated. but none of
the informution has gone further.

Espeeinlly is the Ambassador bemng

fully informed as to the state of pub-
lie opinion in this country.

American diplomats abroad are under
standing instructions, it developed to-
, day, to warn Americans at any time
that it may be necessary for them to
leave n belligerent country. On that
ground it is understood the State De-
partment will not issue a formal notice
through Ambassador Gerard for Amer-
icans to lewve Germany before the sit-
uation hax become utterly hop

Until then, the Ambass
pected to keep them fully enough in-
formed of developments, and perhaps
to add his personal opinion, to guide
them to a wise decision. There are
| pstimated now to be about 3,000 Amer-

jean ecitizens in Germany, of whom
shout three-quarters sre former Ger-

mans.

BRYAN WORKIN
' TO AVERT A BREAK

tontinued from page |

be held to et the common people help
in moulding official opinion.”

After reviewing the course of the
President’s efforts to bring the Furo-
pean nations to u discussion eof peace,
Mr, Bryan referred to the Chief Exee-
utive's Senate sddress as “an epocl-
making appeal, which places Woodrow
Wilsen among the nation's immortals.”

“This sddress presents s bhasis on
which the world may erect a peace
which will endure, | dissent from one
part of it, but that 1 shall not discuss,
I have not reached the same conclusion
ns the President regarding a plan to
onforce the peace of Europe, | rather
prefer to leave the question open.

“When this war is over.,” he contin-
ued, "l hope internutiona! law will be
amended on the basis thut pesce end
not war is the normal relation between
netions,™

“Every neutral pation ia in constar
danger of being dre into war while
the present conflict lasts, Our sensa-

tional newspapers have drugged us to
e verge of it on many oecasions.”

The deeclaration that the time had
come when the Constitution should be
nmended to rovide that Congress
thould not declare war, except in care,
of welunl invasion, until the matter|
had been referred to a popular rofer‘;
endum occasioned great spplause,

should Go Further |

“I believe we should go further than
our farefsthora did wlien they vested
the power of deelaring war in Con-
gress,” asald Mr, Bryau “Now we
have more faith in the masses. It is
becoming more and more necessary te
alt the voter about the ssuance of
bonds or the sale of a franchige.
“Is it not time to consult the voter
on a matter which may involve his
very life? The people should be pro-
tected from ambitious menarchs,
greedy merchants or excited represen-
tatives who may plunge them into hos-
ity without due deliberation |

“[\have rexd in the papers how it is
‘impowsible for ue to avoid trouhle'—
- ‘wur 18 inevitable,' " continued Mr.

Bryan., “But I turn to the President
pand I find solaes and reassurance.

“Not an injury that we have suffered
was meant for us, und not one of those
who have inadvertently injured us was
our enemy. It in had enough to fight|

| thuse who hate and wish to snnihilate

v, hut God forbid that we should ever

compel a nation to go Lo war with us

if that nation is not an enemy and does

Lol want war.

“The moment the U'nited States goes
th war it steps down from its nigh
position ns the greatest neutral nation
wnil forgoes an opportunity to serve
humanity that never has come to any
other nation in the history of the
world. 1 belleve that war would be a
crime aFIilul this nation and against
the world.

“If an enemy attacks us 1 would ll{
fnght ti!l the last maen's deud, but

| would not wend our youth 3,000 miles
to fight n Eurepean quarrel oi Euro-

ecan sell and te fill European graves
Ff disngreement comea, believe it
wonld be the part of wisdom to post.
pone final settlement until after the
present Wir s coneluded, The glory

| of leading In bringing pesce 1 “’F}u!;l
L L

BERLIN WORRIED
BY U. S., BUT WILL
NOT HALT U-BOATS

Still Hoping President
Wilson Will Send Con-
ciliatory Note
SEES PROLONGED WAR

IF AMERICA JOINS
Says Japan Alone Will
Profit from This Na-
tion’s Entrance

Amsierdam, Feb, 2. Politieal circles
in Berlin are much upset by the re-
ports of the indignation avoused in
Ameriea by the announcement of Ger

{many's submarine blockade, 1t having

been believed that the United States,
understanding Germany's desperate po-
sition, would s#tart negotiations to
bring ubout an early peaece conference.

There is still hope President Wilson's
untwer will be coneciliatory und afford a
busis for negotintions,

Berlin, Feb. 2. Expectations are €xe
pressed in unofficial eireles here that as
i result of the unrestricted submarine
eampitign the amount of tonnage sunk
each mouth can be increased te about
1,000,000 tons, This estimate is based
upon available figures showing the total
amount of British tonnage, which is
ploced at 11,000,000 to 12,000,000 of
tans.

Thiy the gross
vegistered tonnage upon which Eng

s believed here to be

tund can count for the import of neces '

eary s=upplics, whest, ores, munitions
ete, and for the export of coal to het
Allivs,

Any considerable reduetion of this
tennage, it is elaimed, would limit Eng-
land's supply of breadstuffs so critical:
within few

ly #s to force peuce a
months,
U. 8. Can Prolong War
On the other hand, if the United

States shovld be drawn into the war,
thege unofficial critics foresce a pro-
longation of the war, and, as a conclu
vion, Europe completely exhausted and
Americn weakened, while Japan's mili-
tary rsirength, they arssert, virtually
would be unimpaired and her financial
resources vastly increased.

The great likelihood thut the step
will precipitate & crisis "in German-
Ameriean relations, severance of diplo-
matic intercourse, and perhaps further
consequences, 18 generally recognized
and undoubtzdly hus been taken inte
account in
tion. Hut the belief iz often cupressed
that the situation is not hopeless and
that the unrestricted submarine cam-
paign may perhaps, after the reecent
pence discussions, not lead to n break
with the United States—a consumma-
tion which would be huiled with joy by
an overwhelming majority in the na-
tien.

Cannot Yleld to America

The semi-official “Cologne Gazette"
declures that an adverse American re
ply to Germany's submarine notifica-
tion will not change Germany's inten
tion.

“We cannet for a seeond time." says
the newspaper, “have any consideration
for alien interests. Our honor and ex-
irtence are too grently threstened by
the new war declared by the Entente.”

The “Frankfurter Zeitung” discueses
the submarine programme without en-
thusiasm. It suya the few men in high
plaees who have taken the deeision are
answerable before their own people and
Lefore history.

“Only the most cogent and compel-
ling reazons,” sayd the newspaper, “can
have induced the Emperor and Dr, von
HBethmann-Hollweg to  sanction  the
measure. Doubtless there have heen
negolintions between Berlin und Wash-
ingrion, but we are ignorant of their re-
sults,

“Jt cannot be imagined
there can be any new yinldinx to Amer-
ican protestations, sand it therefore
nust be assumed that the imperial
authorities arve flrmly convinced that
German strength will be sble to hold
s own against an onset by the whole
world, Whatever America muy decide,
the German people confront the future
h'ﬁ'[:'!.-.-:}'."

The Garman action ia construed here
as constituting the declaration of a
hlockade in accordance with all the for-
malities of internationsl law, with the
hlockade limita =et forth in definite
{orm, the customary notice to neutrals
anid the usual period of grace in which
neutral shipping ecaught within the
blocknded zone may pass out of it. The
only variance |a that the blockade will
be enforeed by submarines and other
naval methods

Encouraged by Dutch Action

The first result of the submarine or-
der to be made known is the announce-
ment from The Hague that the Duteh
government suspended suilings until
the exact nature of the new policy is
extablished clearly and the himits of
the frea aress are known definitely.
This is printed in the afternoon news-
pupers as un encouraging portent of
the effect on neutrnls generally,

1t beeame known here only yesterday
through dispatches from Holland that
Gurmany’s concessions to neutrsl ship-
ning included » permit to Holland for
the sailing of n passenger steanmer be-
tween Flushing and Scuthweld, Eng-
lund, daily except Sunday.

The newspapers engage in a serious
divcussion of the concersions to Hel-
Innd and the United States on the as-
sumption that the concessions have

however, that

been aceepted by the two governments

repardless of their attitude en the gen-
wral questions,
All Parties Back U-Boals

At the Iargely attended meeting of
the Ways and Means Committee of the
veichstag, at which the Chuncellor an-
neunced the momentouns decinion of the
Central Powers, there was little flour-
jah of trumpets, although the events of
the day may rank in historicsl im-
ortance with August | and 4, 1914,
Leaders of the various parties unani-
mously indoreed the government's pol-
ley, the Overseas Agency announces.

The attitude of the German people,
so fur as ascertained frem conversa-
tions with persans in various walks of
life, in mnd out of polities, is that
unrestricted submarine warfara ia die-
tated by stern necessity and self-pres-
ervation, and that in such a life and

death struggle no regard can longer he
pald to other conniderations. The all-
ahsorbing question in every diseusaion

concerns the sttitude of Amerien,

The Hosrse weas buoyant upon the
submurine announcement, which was
vegarded an bringing peace nearer. In-
duntzinl and navigation securitiea rose
2 to 3 polnte.

the astions in the history of the world.”

the government's caleula-

U-BOATS SINK EIGHT
SHIPS; 4 LIVES LOST

Belgian Relief Steamer First Vics
tim of New Zone Order

Lendon, Yeh. 2.—Eight ships wers
sunk during the second day of unre.
stricted warfare by German submna.
rines, At least four lives were lost,
and probably more. |

The vessels sunk to-day were the
on

British steamers Ravensbourne,

| which thres of the erew were lost, and
the Fasonite, of 5RO tons; the Britizh
m-

trawler Violet; the Norwegian ste
ers Portia, 1,127 tons; Jery, 1,112 tons,
and Heels, 524 tonns; the Spanish
steamer Algorta, 2116 tons, and the
Belgian trawler Marcelle, sunk by gun.
| fire, Only tweive members of the crew !
of the Algorta ‘were saved. On the
'IJ!'r'.', which was blown up, one mun |
| was lost.

The first vietim of the new German |
submarine policy, aceording to official
information, was the Belgian relief
ship Euphrates, the loss of which was
announced vesierday. The Euphrates'
had csrried a cargo of relie! supplies |
Efrum the United States and was home- |
| ward bound in ballast when she was
| torpedoed. Severu! members of the |
|crow have heen rescued.

The Euphrates, like all relief ships,
conapicuously displaved the flags of
the Commission for Relief in Belgium
| and carrvied halls at the masthead to
| prevent asrial attack, She also earried
| the eafe conduct of the German Consul
| General at Rotterdam. |

AUSTRIAN ENVOY'S
STATUS PUZZLES
' U. S. OFFICIALS

|

|
|

Tarnowski May Force Decision

; To-day by Asking To Be Re- |
| ceived by Wilson

; [From The Tribune Burcsu] :
' Washington, Feb. 2.—Austria’s dec-
laration of =ubmarine ruthlessness,
paralleling the action of Germany, is
expected here momentarily.

While awaiting it officials are puz-
gled about the statuz of Count Adam

Tarnewski, the newly arrived Austrian
Ambassador. lie intended to-day to
ask an &ppointment wikh Secretary
Lansing, to wrrange for his official re-
ception by President Wilson, but of-
ficinls of the State Department said
m-nI?hl they had had no communica-
tion from him.

President Wilson's decigion regarding
Germany will apply with equal force to
Austria if that government takes simi-
lar aetion, and it may therefore be-
come necessary within a few days to
dismiss both the German and Austrian
ambassadors. The propriety of receiv-
ing Count Tarnowski st the White
House in such circumstances is open to
question.

Aceording to custom, Count Tarnowski
must make arrangements for his recep-
tion throwgh the State Department. He
will go there to-morrow or Monday, it i=
expected. Seeretary Lansing at that
time will inform him of what deci-
sion has been reached oy to the advisa
bility of receiving him pending the ar
rival of the Austrian note,

GERMAN SHIPS
| BAR INQUIRY

| (outinued from page |

the Hudson River. Several of the
ships, the paper says, have naval guns
coneeslod 11 their con] bunkers, ready
to be brought out for action.

The new German order forbidding
neutrality inspectors from going be-
low comes »s a complete surprise,
I'here is no recourse, for to defy the
order would be to commit an act of
war, It was steted last night that if
neutrality officers  were denied en-
trance it wis purely in  accordance
with the law of tenantey and owner-
ghip, and that to transgress such a
law would be to commit o hostile se®

A special guard from the various
German vessels manned the bridges
which connect the liners. These

bridiges connect every two vessels tied
at each side of & dock running beneath
the roof. Two stairways on either side
of the bridge give access to it from the
floor of the dock. Yesterday German
sailors. were =tationed st the foot of
the stairways and also on the bridges,
stopping sll tradesmen and others who
might have business nbosrd, sven after
the latter had been passed by neutrul-
ity offiecrs on guard,

Every one sceki

L}

guin sdmittance
to the vessels must, therefore, puss in-
Epection flve times -once outside the
high steel gutes surrounding the Ham-
burg-American awd North German
Lloyd lines, n second time at the en-
tranece to the pier, thirdly after enter-
ing the barred inclosure, next at the
battom of the stairs leading to the
bridge and lust on the bridge itself.

The Germun are making sure that no
one without excellent resson is per- |
mitted shoard.

Neutrality issues were the chief topie
of dircuasion in shipning circles yestes
duy. Among the possibilities discussed
wax the chance that u constwise ship,
which under thne Federnl laws is not
obliged to clear, might take on » large
CArgO and put to sex at night. osien
sibly for the port named in the ves-
eel's loading manifest, When at sea
whe eould easily discharge her cargo to
any other vessel bound in ballust for
some foreign port and return to take
on u fresh cargo. |

May Make All Clear

This question was asked officials of
the Custom House, who replied that
such nets might be committed by const-
wise vessels, and that measures werpe
seriously being considered to compel
every cargo hoat leaving the Port of
M_-w York to obtain clearance papers.

The measure of enforcing all vessels
to clear might be extended to all pri-
vate yachts over o certain tonnnge Lo
prevent “blocknde running,” shipping
rnr:'n believed. i

Aate yesterday afterncon an -
tant conference was held innfln-m:":-l[-
lector's room of the Custom House
attended by Collector Malone, Deputy
Collector (ieorge Lamb, head of the
weulrality squad; Aeting Police Com-
missioner Loon C. Godley and Superin-
tendent William M. Ofey of the De-
partment of Justice,

Az a result of the conferenee it was
| decided that all matters relating to
foreign and domestic shipping st this
port are to be looked after by Deputy
Colleetor George Lamb and his neu-
[ trality wetind, 'in the svent of the lat-
| ter force coming mcross anything sus-
i picious or obtaining information indi-
eating plots, the special agents of the
Department of Justice and the police
forees of this city, Jersey City or Ho-
hoken are to be called on to make in-|
vestigations. \

Outward!y exlm, residents of the Ho-
boken river front await internationsl
developments, confident that the nev:
b:ﬂ-nt thing to a declaration of wat
will be what will happen on the river
front if war proves to be inevitable. |

It is the firm convietion of a groa'
many men in that mection of the eity
that |urnethlnﬁ would happen before
‘he ships of the North German Lloyi

and Hamburg-American  lines passed
inte the posaession of the Unitel
States,

Foresee Ships' Destruetion

These men ao not =ay that anything
will happen in the event of & severance
of diplomatic relations, but they are

sure that a decluration of war, or even

ALL U. S. AND INSULAR
PORTS GET WARNINGS

Washington, Feb. 2. —Cus-
toms collectors at all ports
of the United States, Hawaii
2nfl Porto Rico were in-
structed by the Treasury De-
partment to-day to exercise
the utmost vigilance to see
that neutrality regulations of
the United States were en-
forced in their ports.

Atlention  was  directed
especially to previous in-
struclions to see that no

vessel be permitted to leave
without clearance papers and
that no armed ship be al-
Jowed to leave without per-
mit.

| strong indications of a declaration, will

be the same as & command to the men
of the Vaterland and the Pennsylvania
and the Kaiser Wilhelm II to carry out
u work of destruction.

How the aet of destruction will hs
consummated iz not definitely predieted
along the river front. It has alrend,
heen reported that the muachinery of
the great ships has been at lewst par-
tially destroyed, but the majurity of

men who discussed the subject yester-
day didn't believe that the German
suilors would stop there. Loyalty to

the Fatherland, it was stated, would
enll for more thorough action-—eithet
scuttling or destruction by explosives.

“You ean make up your mind,” said
a River Strest hotel man, “that what-
ever they do has been ali planned out
long ago. And it will be plenty, too”

This man scouted the idea of de-
struetion by scuttling, advanging the
plausible argument that as most of the
ships arc practieally aground at low
tide little damsge could be done by
this method. It was his theory and the
theory of several others that the work
wounld be done by explosives.

Five Ships Planned Flight;
Guns Aboard, Is Charge

[ By Telegraph to The Tribune ]

Providenee, R, L, Feb, 2.—*The Prov-
jdence Journal” will say to-morrow:
“The hurricd search of ships of the
Hamburg-American Line, the North
German Lloyd and the Austro-Ameri-
can linea made on Thursday by Col-
lector Dudley Ficld Malone, of New
York., and the great inerease in the
numbers of the neutrality sund yes-
terday were the result of information
ven to the Treasury Department |ast
uesday, to the effect that a plot was
being hatehed in the German nnd Aus-
trinn consulates in New York to send
five of these thips to sea and to at-
tempt to sink two others across the
chip channel of the Hudson River.
“The facts with relation to this plot
were turned over to the Treasury De-
artment ut the suggestion of ‘The
Yrovidence Journal.

“Working under direct orders from

' Ambassador von Bernstorff and acting

Ambassador Zwiedinek, of the Austrian
Embusey, the German and Austrian
Coneul Generals in New York called a
meeting of severa! captaina of interned
ships in the office of the Giorman Con-
sul Geners! on Monday, January 22,
Ships Ordered to Coal

“The coming of Germany's blockade
declaration was known and discussed at
that time, and the capiains of the Vat-
erland, the President Grant, the Penn-
sylvania, the Allemunnia und the Him-
alaln, an Austrinn ship now anchored
hetween Perth Amboy and Staten lsl-
and, were given ordera to have their
conl bunkers filled at once, secretly and
by the transfer of coal from other ves-
sels, und to get on bourd these ships
lurge quantities of sugar, coal, oil and
gasolene, which had been slowly collect-
ed about the various docks for months,

“Orders were also given at this meat-
ing to increase the cngine room foree
of each of the steamers to its full ea-
pacity and to be ready for sea at u
moment's notice,  Orders were also
given to the Hamburg-American Com-
piany to huve a number of tugs in read-
iness for bringing these vessels out
into midstream every night until fur-
ther notice

“At a seeret conference following
this meeting it was also decided that
two other vessels, believed to be the
Kaiser Wilhelm 11 and the Princess
lrene, both lying at Pier 2 ot the
Bremen docks in Hoboken, should be
resdy to move out immediately after
the creape of the tive shipe named, and
be sunk acrosa the Hudeon River chan-
nel ut & point where, side by side, they
eould completely obstruct navigation.

“Large quantities of enrborundum

sand, it is belleved on excellent au-
thority, have been placed aboard al-
most every one of the Hamburg-Amer-
iean and North German Lloyd vessels
other than those mentioned for the
purpose of wrecking the machinery im-
medigtely after the other ships had
successfully gol nway.

“It is also vnderstood that seversl
heavy rafts in sections have been built
and placed abourd the Vaterlund and
the TPresident Grant. ‘The Journal'
information ia that quick-firing guns
are concenled in several of these ships,
and that mmong the coal bunkers of the
President Grant and the Pennsylvania
there are two or three six-inch guns
which eould be hauled out and mnade
ready for service in a few hours,

“Germany's Last Card,”
Up to Wilson, Says Paris

Paris, Felb. 2—"Germany's & Last
Card” ia the caption under which sev-
morning newspapers print Ger-
's the United States,
von Bethmunn-flollweg’s

The editorial comment for
ig also along the line

eral

mn note o

} ellor
apeech, ete,
the most part
indieated.
Germuny had contracted formal en-
gngements with the United States, says
the “Putit Parisien™ “It is these en-
gagements,
“that she is violating to-uny, so that
it would seem ms if she wished to foree
America into a
it wouid no: be ensy President
Wilsan to tolerate such insnlont lacer-
ation of u son:ract simost solemn.
“‘H'.- German Emperor's game
clear.
of nentrala to force them to intervens
in the Furopean confliet and to impose
peace, but the manmuvre may prove a
singularly dangerous one forilim.
as a matter af fact, he Is driving neu-

for

trals into the camp of the Alies by

whowing them that their interests are
idantienl with ours.”

“Humanite,” in its comment, says:

“The blockade of France, England
and laly by German submarines takes
ceount of the estabiished rules of
international law, 1t will be just what
Gearmany can make it. The note ad-
dressed to the United States endeavors
to justify it in advance by setting forth
that the most atroclous methods of
warfare, without regard for anybody,
arn really the most humane i
faree the enemy to sue for peace more
quiekly, We know this terrorist argu
ment.  The Germans have followe
thin programme in Belgium, Northern
Frunce and Serbia.  The result is that
they have before them a conlition more

resclved than ever to vanquish them|on the German submarine note

and have turned against themselves the
sentiment of civilized humanity.”

vontinues the newspaper,

vupture of relations, for

) in
Ile puts his knife ut the throat

For,

thcrl

SHIPS HELPLESS |

~ IN2WAR ZONES

'Must Brave U-Boat Peril
~ 'to Reach English Port
| of Examination

'BRITISH MAY MAKE
' CHANGE IN SYSTEM

| |

Increase of Blockade-Run-
ning May Result from |
Addition of Dangers

{ Londen, Feb. 2.—The dangm_v zones |
| have created a serious complication
concerning shipping between American,
Seandinavian and Dutch ports, owing
to the British blockade policy, requirs
ing ships bound eastward or westward
on that route to enter Kirkwall. As
Wirkwall is Afty miles inside the dan-
ger zone, American, Dutch and Scandi-
navian ships conforming to the pres-

ent regulations cannot avail them-
selves of the open., mine-free channel
specified in Germuny's memorandum,

but must run the danger of mine fields
in reaching Airkwall,

Thia dificulty is recogmized by the
British authorities, ns well as in Amer-
ican and Seandinavian shipping cireles,
and it doubtless will receive attention
from the War Cabinet with s view lo
relieving American snd other ships
from being forced to run serivus risks
while seeking examination.

Urge Examination at Sea

Meantime, shipping cireles nre anx
jously canvassing what plternative can
be provided for entering Kirkwall. One
suggestion is that  Amercian and
Seandinavian ships be examined at
sen by the Br:tinﬂ blockade fleet sta-
tioned between the Farou Islands and
Iceland. This examination at sea would
be attended by many dengers and dit-
ficulties, but it would be relatively les.
dangerous than procecding across the
German danger zone. an

Another alternative suggestion is for
the examination of cargoes by the
British agents at American, Seandina-
vian and Duteh ports before the de-
parture of vessels. A third suggestion
1% for an examination to be mude at
some British colonial port, like Hali-
fax. The latter two alternatives ar
not considered feasible, however, as 1t
is believed the American governmenc
would not vield on the pqmt.n( exam
ination at home ports or in Canada.

Cargoes First Approved

Under the present system Hri;ish
diplomatic representatives at Washing-
ton, Copenhagen and elsewhere issue &
certificate of assurance when ciargoes
are shown not to be contraband. The
ships thereafter accept the eargoes
backed up by such certificates and stop
at Kirkwall, where the certificate as-
sures them quick examination and the
avoidance of detention at sea.

But, sa the system is not compulsory,
steamers continue to run the risks of
not putting in at Kirkwall. One Amer-
ican ship recently got through the
British blockade and is now at a Nor-
wegian port. The number of bloekade
runners, however, is comparatively
small, as most of the trafc between
the United States, Seandinaviae and
Holland is carried on bf three large
transatlantic companies hundling pas-
sengers and freight and by tramp
steamers which have been consolidated
under one general control in erder 1o
seciurs uniform observance of the
blockade restriction.

Now that there is & German blockade
ta the British blockade, neutral ships
will be subjected to & double cordon,
which is expected largely to inerease
the dangers and also to lead to move
blocksde running, owing to the in-
cressed premium for heavy visks,

LLOYD GEORGE
MAY ANSWER

Continued from page 1

is good reason to believe that the Ger-
man undersea fleet numbers nearer 150
than 300 vessels. Against them the
British navy remains the greatest fac-
tar. To its thousands of trawlers en-
circling the islands, its speedy fleet ot
torpedo bosts and destroyers and its
huge flotilla of submarine chasers it
may now add merchantmen armed sul-|
ficiently to meet submarines at least o |
cven Lterma.

New Submarine Schemes |

Whenever a ship is sunk near the|
Rritish lsles one or more trawlers ave
around the spot in an hour or two,|
often in less time, Hundreds of sailors
of !l nations owe their lives to these
trawlers, Then there remain all the
other devices used by Britain to cateh
submarines, and thers is every rea-
son to expect that the recent,
naval conference hdre considered new
schemes which soon will be in opera-|
tion.

Finally, the Allied navies are large
encugh to furnish convoy for mer-|
chantmen end &till keep on_ the
lookout for the German fleet. There
is little question that the Kaiser will
order it out again as soon as he thinks |
his submarines have opened the way |
or he feels the time has come to play
ltis lust card.

| The inevitable result of the Kainer's
| Machiavellian policy is the killing of
more than the ususl number of vie-
tims at sea. Though many of the

Allied ships hitherto have been sunk
at sight, the German submarine com-

manders have generally reognized |

President Wilson's demands when at-
tackine neutrals; thus the compata-
tively small loss of hife amonz these |
sailors, considering the number of
their ships sunk. There iz little doubt,
however, that these hardy sailors will |
brave the seas tha same as the British
are doing.

Early Offensive Looked For i

An early German offensive ix ex-
nected on the West front, Hindenburg
kopea to sever the British communici-
tions by means of submarines and then
launch the grand drive, using troops
and smmunition in an unprecedented
wayr. He must live up to the ruthless |
ness he has demanded on the sen or |
step aside. He won't worry about re-
sorves for the fall campaign, hecause
Germany has staked everything for a
smashing victory at once or failure in
the attempt, CGermany’s economic situ-
ation prohibits a long eampaign.

The beginning of the great German
|effort may be oxpected in lesa than s
| month’s time, possibly within a week.
All the militacy observers sand corve-
spondents were sent away from the
German front in the west several days
‘ago. German aviators have been ex-
(tremely mctive. Their patrols have
heen eonatantly attempting raids on the
Anglo-French rinn.
| February is » poor month to begin a
| big campaign, but Germany has reached
a point where she cannot delay.

U. S. Challenged, Must
Act Firmly, Say British

Londen, Feb. 2.—In a long editorial

“The
Westminatey Garzette” argues that
Great Britain must meet the new issue

b
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as she met others, without counting on
the help of neutrals. It continues:

“There is nothing new, stupefying or
unexpected for us in this German step.
For months past we have rogarded it
as extremely probable, and the bext
brains of the navy have been at work
on it. Our task, of course, is serious,
as Sir Edward Carson (First Lord of
the Admiralty) warns us, but we can
afford to keep cool heads, with un-
abated confidence in the skill, resourev-
fulness and bravery of the fleet and
mercantile marine.
~ “Our path is laid out for us, and
it is not for us to dictate to neutrals
what they shall do. Let us leave all
dietation to the Germans. But for
neutrals as well as for us the case is
clear. Alternatives are few and simple.

“The German move is a challenge and
portent to the whole world. Its sue-
cess would end all dreams of a stable
wace and of a league of nations to |
insura it.

“Thrae things from henecforth are
at stake not only in the terms of penee |
but in the conduet of the war, and if |
the neutral world were unable or un-
willing to resent the affront put upon
it, it would have lost its standing on |
all issues after as well as during the
war and would have sccepted by de-
fault the total disestablishment of the
whole code of law which guards its
interests."

U. 8. Must Decide for Itself

“The Times" says: "It is for the |
American yovernment and people and |
for them alone to take the grave de-
elsion that these insolent demands re- |
quire. We are not surprized that,|
while opinion is unanimous in reproba- |
tion of Germany's programme, it shouyl
be divided as to the course to be
adopted,

“Counsel or suggestion from the
Allies would be an impertinence to
Amerieans. They have now befors
them in words whigh cannot be mis- |
taken the full avowal of the prime |
doctrine of militarism and the acts
which it sanetions, |

“They have lately received an au- |
thentic statement of war gims of the |
Allies und the prineciples urderlying |
their gims. They can judge which of
the two creeds, now fghting for sur-
vival, comes nearer thelr own high
ideals of justice and right™

“The Manchester Guardian” says:
“Germany has now resumed her ‘lib-
orty of action,’ The situation is anals-
gous to that which existed at the time
President Wilson threatened to hrenk
oft relations, which ecavsed Germany
to yield temporarily,

#[t is for American citizens to decide

what, under the circumstances, is dus
to their interests and dignity. We
may, however, with perfect propriety
express the opinion that Ameriea is
now faced with precisely the same
situation regarding neutral rights at
sea as we were with regard to neutral
rights on land when Belgium was in-
vaded, i

“Tha situation is even clearer, for
between us and invaded Belgium was
the sea, but the territory now invaded
by the last German proclumation be-
longs not to ons neutral alone but to
the whole world. If further proof
were needed that we are scting st sea
as the custodiuns of neutral rights our
government would be wise to give it.

“To the United States we would
concede mueh for her cobperation dur-
g and after the war. Germany's ac-
tion shows she has now got into a
stnte where she does not eare for
American friendship and all it meany
for the future.”

“REMEMBER I.!_}'SITANIA" DAY

French Deputy Proposes That All Ships
Half-Mast Simultaneously

Paris, Feh. 2.--M. Guernier, preai-
dent of the merchant marine committes
of the chamher, hus advanced the pro-
posal that the anniversary of the tor-
pedoing of the Cunard Line steamer
Lusitenia be declared n legal commemo-
ration day and ebserved annunlly by
vasuels throughout the world haif
musting their flags for vietims of Ger-
mun submarines,

M. Guernier recommends that every.
where at the same moment, after s
lgnal by wireless, sll ships shall cense
communication and send out the
“avenging word, ‘Remember!""”

e — —

BORDER TROOPS HELD

READY FOR TROUBLE

Fl Paso Orders Indicate Prepar-
ation by War Department

El Paso, Tex., Feb. 2.—Evidence of
War Department preparations for dif-
iculties was received here to-night,
when General George Bell, jr, received
orders to hold the 17th Cavelry here in-
stend of sending it to border doly at
Brownsville and also to hold the Gth
Tth, 11th and 1 Cavalry regiments o
Persh army here. The 11th and
under orders to romain at
s, Army men think the mobil-
ization of troops here is for quiek
movement when needed,
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